
 
 
 
 
 

 

Carl Koller Award 
 
The Carl Koller Award is the recognition of ESRA for the outstanding lifetime 
contribution to the field of Regional Anaesthesia and/or Pain Medicine. 

RECIPIENTS 1984-2025 
 
1984 Albert Lee, UK 
1985 John Bonica, USA 
1986 Thorsten Gordth, Sweden 
1987 Luc Lecron, France 
1988 Robert McIntosh, UK 
1989 Phillip Bromage, USA 
1990 Bruce Scott, UK 
1991 Ben Covino, USA 
1992 Nicolas Greene, USA 
1993 James Moore, Ireland 
1994 Fidel Pages, Spain 
1995 Daniel Moore, USA 
1996 Bertil Löfstrom, Sweden 
1997 Alon Winnie, USA 
1998 Hans Nolte, Germany 
1999 Albert Van Steenberge, Belgium 
2000 Prithvi Raj, USA 
2001 Paul Buckhöj, Sweden 
2002 Michael J Cousins, Australia 
2003 Henrik Kehlet, Denmark 
2004 John AW. Wildsmith, UK 
2005 Mathieu Gielen, The Netherlands 
2006 Paolo Busoni, Italy 
2007 Felicity Reynolds, UK 
2008 Dag Selander, Sweden 
2009 Barry Fischer , UK 
2010 Narinder Rawal, Sweden 
2011 Joseph Neal, USA 
2012 Per Rosenberg, Finland 
2013 Stephan Kapral, Austria 
2014 Bernard Dalens, Canada 
2015 Marcel Vercauteren, Belgium 
2016 Vincent Chan, Canada 
2017 William Harrop Griffiths, UK 
2018 Barry Nicholls, UK 
2019 Guy Weinberg, USA 
2020 Marc Van de Velde, Belgium 
2022 José de Andrés, Spain 
2023 Manoj Karmakar, Hong Kong 
2024 Admir Hadzic, USA 
2025 André Van Zundert, Australia 

  



 
 
 
 
 

Recognition of Education in Regional Anaesthesia Award 
 
ESRA undertakes to support outstanding innovative activities or developments in the field of 
Regional Anaesthesia by annually awarding the Regional Anaesthesia Award. 
 
This award is a reflection on excellence in teaching & clinical education in the field of 
regional anaesthesia.  
 
RECIPIENTS 2005-2025 
 
2005 Alain Delbos, France 
2006 Martin Jöhr, Switzerland 
2007 Stephan Kapral, Austria 
2008 Barry Nicholls, UK. 
2009 Hans Hinrich Mehrkens, Germany 
2010 Slobodan Gligoijevich, Switzerland 
2011 Miguel Angel Reina, Spain 
2012 Admir Hadzic 
2013 Alain Borgeat & EDRA Board 
2014 José De Andrés, Spain 
2015 Xavier Capdevila, France 
2016 Xavier Sala-Blanch, Spain 
2017 Paul Kessler, Germany 
2018 Øivind Klaastad, Norway 
2019 Manoj Karmakar, Hong Kong 
2020 Luc Mercadal, France 
2022 José Aguirre, Switzerland 
2023 Clara Lobo, UAE & Morné Wolmarans, UK 
2024 Vincent Chan, Canada 
2025 Nuala Lucas, UK & Peter Merjavy, UK 
 
 
Recognition of Education in Pain Medicine Award 
 
ESRA undertakes to support outstanding innovative activities or developments in the field of 
Pain by annually awarding the Pain Medicine Award. 
 
This award is a reflection on excellence in teaching & clinical education in the field of 
pain medicine. 
 
RECIPIENTS 2023-2025 
 
2023 Philip Peng, Canada 
2024 Athmaja Thottungal, UK 
2025 Samer Narouze, USA 
  



 
 
 
 
 

Albert Van Steenberge Award 
 
The ESRA Albert Van Steenberge Award was created in 2010 in the memory of Albert Van 
Steenberge, one of the society’s founding members. 
 
Recipients of this award are recognized based on the following: 

• The recipient must be of European nationality 
• The award will recognise a scientific article considered most relevant, in its 

contribution to the practice of regional anaesthesia and published in the year 
preceding the Annual Congress. 

 
RECIPIENTS 2011-2024 
 
2011 Steinfeldt T, Nimphius W, Werner T, Vassiliou T, Kill C, Karakas E, Wulf H, Graf J. 
Nerve injury by needle nerve perforation in regional anaesthesia : does size matter. Br J 
Anaesth. 2010 Feb;104(2):245-53. 
2012 Karanikolas M, Aretha D, Tsolakis I, Monantera G, Kiekkas P, Papadoulas S, Swarm 
RA, Filos KS. Optimized perioperative analgesia reduces chronic phantom limb pain 
intensity, prevalence, and frequency: a prospective, randomized, clinical trial. 
Anesthesiology. 2011 May;114(5):1144-54. 
2013 Piegeler T, Votta-Velis EG, Liu G, Place AT, Schwartz DE, Beck-Schimmer B, Minshall 
RD, Borgeat A. Antimetastatic Potential of Amide-linked Local Anesthetics: Inhibition of Lung 
Adenocarcinoma Cell Migration and Inflammatory Src Signaling Independent of Sodium 
Channel Blockade. Anesthesiology. 2012; 117(3):548-559. 
2014 Schäper J et al. Regional sympathetic blockade attenuates activation of intestinal 
macrophages and reduces gut barrier failure. Anesthesiology. 2013 Jan;118(1):134-42. 
2015 Desmet M, H. Braems, M. Reynvoet, S. Plasschaert, J. Van Cauwelaert, H. Pottel, S. 
Carlier, C. Missant and M. Van de Velde. I.V. and perineural dexamethasone are equivalent 
in increasing the analgesic duration of a single-shot interscalene block with ropivacaine for 
shoulder surgery: a prospective, randomized, placebo-controlled study. Br J Anaesth  
septembre  2013 . 111(3): 445-452. 
 
2016 Bomberg H, Kubulus C, List F, Albert N, Schmitt K, Gräber S, Kessler P, Steinfeldt T, 
Standl T, Gottschalk A, Wirtz SP, Burgard G, Geiger P, Spies CD, Volk T; German Network 
for Regional Anaesthesia Investigators. Diabetes: a risk factor for catheter-associated 
infections. Reg Anesth Pain Med. 2015 Jan-Feb;40(1):16-21. 
 
2017 Kubulus C, Schmitt K, Albert N, Raddatz A, Gräber S, Kessler P, Steinfeldt T, Standl 
T, Gottschalk A, Meissner W, Wirtz S, Birnbaum J, Stork J, Volk T, Bomberg H. Awake, 
sedated or anaesthetised for regional anaesthesia block placements?: A retrospective 
registry analysis of acute complications and patient satisfaction in adults. European Journal 
of Anaesthesiology: October 2016 - Volume 33 - Issue 10 - p 715–724. 
 
2018 Bendtsen TF, Moriggl B, Chan V, Børglum J, The Optimal Analgesic Block for Total 
Knee Arthroplasty. Reg Anesth Pain Med, 2016 Nov/Dec; 41(6): 711-719. 
 
2019 Server A, Miguel A. Reina, André P. Boezaart, Alberto Prats-Galino, Marielle Esteves 
Coelho, and Xavier Sala-Blanch. Microanatomical Nerve Architecture of 6 Mammalian 
Species. Is Trans- Species Translational Anatomic Extrapolation Valid? Reg Anesth Pain 
Med 2018;43: 496–501.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2020 Fenten MGE, Bakker SMK, Scheffer GJ, Wymenga AB, Stienstra R, Heesterbeek PJC. 
Femoral nerve catheter vs local infiltration for analgesia in fast track total knee arthroplasty: 
short-term and long-term outcomes. 
Br J Anaesth. 2018 Oct;121(4):850-858. 

 
2021 Ferré F, Pommier M, Laumonerie P, Ferrier A, Menut R, Bosch L, Balech V, 
Bonnevialle N, Minville V., Hemidiaphragmatic paralysis following ultrasound-guided anterior 
vs. posterior suprascapular nerve block: a double-blind, randomised control trial. 
Anaesthesia. 2020 Apr;75(4):499-508. doi: 10.1111/anae.14978. Epub 2020 Jan 26. PMID: 
31984478. 
 
2022 Bloc S, Perot BP, Gibert H, Law Koune JD, Burg Y, Leclerc D, Vuitton AS, De La 
Jonquière C, Luka M, Waldmann T, Vistarini N, Aubert S, Ménager MM, Merzoug M, Naudin 
C, Squara P, Efficacy of parasternal block to decrease intraoperative opioid use in coronary 
artery bypass surgery via sternotomy: a randomized controlled trial 
Reg Anesth Pain Med. 2021 Aug;46(8):671-678. 
 
2023 Maurice-Szamburski A, Grillo P, Cuvillon P, Gazeau T, Delaunay L, Auquier P, 
Bringuier S, Capdevila X. Comparison of continuous with single-injection regional analgesia 
on patient experience after ambulatory orthopaedic surgery: a randomised multicentre trial.  
Br J Anaesth. 2022 Sep;129(3):435-444 
 
2024 El-Boghdadly K, et al. Standardizing nomenclature in regional anesthesia: an ASRA-
ESRA Delphi consensus study of upper and lower limb nerve blocks. Reg Anesth Pain Med. 
2023 Nov 22:rapm-2023-104884 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 

Best Chronic Pain Paper Award 
 
The ESRA Best Chronic Pain Paper Award was created in 2020 to recognise chronic pain 
articles as it is the case with Regional Anaesthesia papers, with the Albert Van Steenberge 
award. 
 
Recipients of this award are recognized based on the following: 

• The recipient must be of European nationality 
• The Award will recognise a scientific article considered most relevant, in its 

contribution to the practice of chronic pain and published in the year preceding the 
Annual Congress 

 
RECIPIENTS 2021-2024 
 
2021 Horne AW, Vincent K, Hewitt CA, Middleton LJ, Koscielniak M, Szubert W, Doust AM, 
Daniels JP; GaPP2 collaborative. Gabapentin for chronic pelvic pain in women (GaPP2): a 
multicentre, randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled trial. 
Lancet. 2020;396:909 
 
2022 Aurore Latragna, Alba Sabaté San José, Panagiotis Tsimpos, Simon Vermeiren, 
Roberta Gualdani, Sampurna Chakrabarti, Gerard Callejo, Simon Desiderio, Orr Shomroni, 
Maren Sitte, Sadia Kricha, Maëlle Luypaert, Benoit Vanhollebeke, Geoffroy Laumet, Gabriela 
Salinas, Ewan St John Smith, Laurence Ris, Eric J Bellefroid 
Prdm12 modulates pain-related behavior by remodeling gene expression in mature 
nociceptors 
Pain. 2021 Dec 24. 
 
2023 Hara S, Andresen H, Solheim O, Carlsen SM, Sundstrøm T, Lønne G, Lønne VV, 
Taraldsen K, Tronvik EA, Øie LR, Gulati AM, Sagberg LM, Jakola AS, Solberg TK, Nygaard 
ØP, Salvesen ØO, Gulati S. Effect of Spinal Cord Burst Stimulation vs Placebo Stimulation 
on Disability in Patients With Chronic Radicular Pain After Lumbar Spine Surgery: A 
Randomized Clinical Trial.  
JAMA. 2022 Oct 18;328(15):1506-1514. 
 
2024 Sandhu HK et al. Reducing Opioid Use for Chronic Pain With a Group-Based 
Intervention: A Randomized Clinical Trial. JAMA. 2023 May 23;329(20):1745-1756 
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