Methodological quality summary and Level of Evidence (LoE)

Quality  Level of References
score* evidence

A5 1 Khan 2014a; Sugimoto 2013; Ala 2013a; Ala 2013b;
Shiau 2008; Perrotti 2010; Spreng 2010; Ba-bai-ke-re
2011; Haas 2012; Bessa 2011; Singh 2009

A4 1 Gorfine 2011; Tan 2008

A3 1 Rahimi 2012; Khan 2014b; Rajabi 2012; Sim 2014;
Kushwaha 2008; Gentile 2011; Muzi 2007

A2 1 Altomare 2008

Al 1 Castellvi 2009; Sakr 2010

B5 1 Gupta 2008; Chauhan 2009

B4 1 Baptista 2014

B3 1 Tokac 2013; Ye 2007

B2 2 Filingeri 2010

B1 1 Franceschilli 2013

C3 2 Solorio-Lopez 2015; Moreira 2014

Ci1 2 Balta 2015; Filingeri 2014; Bessa 2008

D4 2 Franceschilli 2011

D3 2 Shiau 2007; Abo-hashem 2010

D2 2 Ala 2008; Anannamcharoen 2008; Tepetes 2010;
Baptista 2008; Pandini 2006

D1 2 De Luca 2012; Shaikh 2013; Lu 2013; Bulus 2014;
Fareed 2009

*Allocation concealment (A-D), randomization, blinding and withdrawal score
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